
This correspondence is from:
I M Witham, Local Correspondent
The Hollies,
Church Lane,
Edingthorpe
Norfolk. NR28 9TJ
Tel: (01692) 650530
E-mail: ianwitham@oss.org.uk

June 15th   2021
Your Ref: 20200847

Broadland District Council
Planning Department
1, Thorpe Lodge,
Thorpe St. Andrew,
Norwich,
NR7 0DU

Dear Sirs,

Land west of Broomhill Lane, Reepham – Proposed residential development for 141 dwellings
with associated open space, highway and landscaping works. Extension to existing Reepham 
cemetery.

The Open Spaces Society is Britain's oldest national conservation body, working to protect and 
enhance open spaces, common land, town/village greens, and public rights-of-way, in England and 
Wales.  We have grave concerns about this proposal. 

The unsurfaced public roads which run through and past the development site are historic (they 
appear on Faden's Map of Norfolk, 1797, as well as other historical maps), and are a highly 
important means of quiet recreation, by the public – whether on foot, with horses, pedal cycles, or 
in vehicles – and  they are vital in enabling the public to enjoy and appreciate this approach to 
Reepham, from within the wider countryside.  They provide a vital access link, to a diverse section 
of the community.  We would object to any proposal to interfere with the routes of these roads, in 
any way, or to remove or diminish their historic boundary features.  The present proposal appears to
ignore the very existence of these public roads.

We are further concerned that the proposal fails grossly to respect the local character and history of 
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the area, including the surrounding built environment and landscape setting.  The proposal would 
see a significant suburbanisation of the site, which would constitute and artificial extension to the 
settlement of Reepham.

To be in any way acceptable, any development proposal on this site would need much better to 
respect the views to be had from these unsurfaced public roads; open, landscaped areas should 
border the routes, as opposed to any housing or hard landscaping.  It appears that the sheer volume 
of housing currently being proposed in the development is too great to enable that to happen 
satisfactorily.

Also, we would expect any planning approval of development on this site to be conditional upon 
any open space that is to be provided within the development being registered as town/village green
under s. 15(8) of the Commons Act 2006, in order to make that open space legally and permanently 
secure.

Yours faithfully,

I. M. Witham
Local Correspondent




